
 June 7, 2004 
 
 
Letter of Appeal 
Federal Communications Commision 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Galloway Township Board of Education hereby appeals the Schools and Libraries 
Division (“SLD”) the decision to amend the Service Start Date on the Form 486 
Application Number 235739, and reduce funding requests (FRNs) 797036, 797059 and 
820270. 
 
In the case of continuing telephone service, the Form 486 is unnecessary.  The 
information concerning SPIN and start date is contained in the From 471.  The 
certifications are not required for telephone service.  In the case of continuing telephone 
service, the Form 486 is an unnecessary burden for applicants. 
 
In June 2002, Kateryna Bechtel, who had handled the district’s E-Rate application, left 
the district and was replaced by an interim business administrator, who was then replaced 
by the current business administrator.  In the transition, no one was aware that a Form 
486 needed to be filed.  No notification was received from the SLD that a Form 486 
needed to be filed.  The district filed the Form 486 as soon as it became aware that one 
had not been filed. 
 
This appeal is based on items 2 and 3 of the list of the four circumstances for granting 
appeals mentioned in the SLD Appeals Guidelines.   
 
First, “the applicant made a mistake … with the application leading to funding denial and 
that the SLD could have identified the mistake from information provided with the 
application.”   
 
The funding requests as described in the Form 471 Application Number 305849 are for 
12 months of service starting July 1, 2002, and include all the district’s telephone service.  
Upon receipt of the Form 471, the SLD had been informed that service for the above-
mentioned FRNs would start on July 1, 2002. 
 
The district made a mistake in not filing a 486, and that mistake should have been 
identified and corrected by the SLD. 
 



The second basis for the appeal is that the SLD made an incorrect assumption, which 
should have been corrected when the Form 486 Application Number 235739 was filed.  
When no Form 486 was received within 120 days of July 1, 2002, the SLD should have 
assumed that service had started, since the district had stated in the Form 471 that service 
would start July1, 2002, and without the service, the district would have had no telephone 
service.  Instead, the SLD assumed that service had not started.  Once the Form 486 was 
received, that assumption should have been corrected. 
 
For these reasons, the Galloway Township Board of Education requests that the Service 
Start Date for funding requests 797036, 797059 and 820270 be made July 1, 2002, and 
that the full funding be restored. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 Gil Chapman 
 Technology Manager 


